ELK POINT CHAMBER

MINUTES OF MEETING – January 29, 2015
Meeting held at Los Amigos with Katie Buum presiding. 
John Gille, Program Director with Clay-Union Foundation, gave an update on the organization. Volunteers are needed, both for board members and mentors. He discussed upcoming applications for scholarships, Heritage bike Ride to be held in August, and Half Marathon race scheduled for last Saturday in September. 
Dennis Nelsen advised that the Community Assessment Survey has been categorized and would like at least two volunteers from each organization to form a committee to work on implementing ideas and suggestions on how to improve community involvement. Susan Odson and Brad Fowler volunteered to represent the Chamber.

Discussion held on resurrecting the Local TV Station for happenings in around Elk Point and advertising. No action taken.

Taylor Hoekstra, gofer (as he put it) for John Thune, attended the meeting to check in on what’s going on in and around Union County.

Susan Odson advised that Kelly Kruithoff has been transferred from Prairie Estates to Westwood Nursing Home in Sioux City.

Susan also introduced Beth Sherard, newest reporter for the Leader-Courier.

Brian Wells told the group that the highway sign has been installed and urged everyone to check it out. Sign is located south of Casey’s.

Leah Klarmann advised that funds are available at Job Service for work force training. Anyone interested can give her a call at 605-677-6900.

Dustin Wolforth, Manager at True Value, is busy with remodeling the store. He said that they will have 40% more product once everything is done.

Chili Cook-off for Elk Point Jefferson Community Commitment Fund raised approximately $13,000.

Jen Hovland made a motion to adjourn, with a second by Brian Wells. Carried.

Bank Balance: $44.61. 
(Disbursements: Lea Reynolds, Start-up cash for October Meals, $100.000 Los Amigos, Meals for October, $191.00; Cody’s Homestead, Meals for January, $227.38; Jones Food Center, Annual Halloween Party, $238.26; Leader-Courier, Adv. Annual Halloween Party, $140.00; Pioneer Drug, Get Well Card for Kelly Kruithoff, $5.08; Pioneer Drug, Cards for Christmas Lighting Contest, $7.73; Secretary of State, Filing Annual Report, $10.00; Walmart, Printer Ink, $19.26; Leader-Courier, Adv. Christmas Lighting Contest, $56.00; EPJ Education Foundation, Scholarships for Beebee and Tiemen’s, $400.00; True Value, Reimburse, Elk Point Bucks, $25.00; Stickney & Groe, Tax Preparation, $159.00; Meals for January, 227.38) 
(Deposits: Meals for October , including Start-up Cash, $270.00; Meal for October, $10.00; Individual Purchase of Leftover Hot Dogs from Halloween, $58.00; Meals for Meetings, $36.00; Meals for Meetings from First Dakota Bank, January thru October, $100.00; Meals for January, $210.00.) 
ELK POINT CHAMBER

MINUTES OF MEETING – February 26, 2015
Meeting held at Los Amigos with Katie Buum presiding. 
John Gille, Program Director with Clay-Union Foundation, said there is still a need for volunteers for mentoring to young people. He also said that applications are needed for the annual $500.00 scholarships given by the foundation.

Brian Wells informed the group that a task force meeting was held on the Community Assessment project. He listed the various volunteers and the items on their agenda. More information will be sent to the Chamber members via E-Mail after this meeting. At this time, it was tentatively set that committee heads would meet every 3 to 4 months.

Dustin Wolforth gave an update on the store’s progress and advised that True Value will have a Grand Opening of the new remodel on Mother’s Day weekend, May 8 and 9.

John Gille made a motion to adjourn, with a second by Susan Odson. Carried.

Bank Balance: $38.14. 

(Disbursements: Los Amigos, Meals for February, $236.47)
(Deposits: Meal for January, $10.00; Meals for February, $220.00)
ELK POINT CHAMBER

MINUTES OF MEETING – March 26, 2015

Meeting held at Los Amigos with Katie Buum presiding.
Katie introduced Kandi Seyb and Bob Hutcheson, owners of the new restaurant, H&S BBQ N More (formerly Cody’s Homestead). Kandi advised that the opening date would be April 1 and they are excited to get started. They will be serving BBQ ribs, pulled pork, sliced pork, brisket, broasted chicken, and lots more. Glad to have them as new members of our community and the Chamber. Their hours will be: Monday thru Thursday, 5:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.; Friday and Saturday, 5:00 a.m. to 2:00 a.m., and Sundays, 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. Everyone is urged to check it out!

John Gille gave an update on Clay-Union Foundation. Volunteers are always needed. Funds are needed to replenish the scholarship funds. The Heritage Bike Ride has been scheduled for August 15th, and the Half Marathon will be held Saturday, September 26th. Anyone wishing to contribute to the scholarship fund, or enter the bike ride or half marathon can contact John at 605-421-5050, or E-mail at jgillerrssd60@yahoo.com. 

Susan Odson continued with the Elk Point Community Assessment. Asked members to think of words or a sentence that would draw people to Elk Point, or make them want to live here, rather than Sioux City, Vermillion, etc. Some suggestions: County Seat; the jail is here; kids and grownups alike can walk home after dark with little or no fear; great school program; lots of parental involvement, just to name a few.

Katie suggested we have a softball game in the park this summer and maybe a picnic and dance in the park afterwards as a means of raising funds for park equipment.

Mary Nelson informed that she will be retiring from Social Services as of April 10. A reception will be held on April 10 at St. Joseph Church from 3:00 to 5:00, and Party Down West to Los Amigos for dinner and music by her son, John, and Blake Allard. Everyone is welcome to attend.

We all wish her well in her retirement!

Annual Easter Egg Hunt at Prairie Estates Saturday, the 28th, starting at 10:00.

Dustin Wolforth advised that True Value Store hours are now 7:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Sheri Hardman wondered if it would be feasible to send out an agenda of the next meeting a week before the meeting date. Members were encouraged to call Lea or Katie with any ideas they may have that would make our meetings more worthwhile, rather than just meeting to eat and run. You can call Lea at 356-2043 or 605-670-0305, or Katie at 761-4247 or 605-670-9191.
John Gille made a motion to adjourn, with a second by Susan Odson. Carried.

Bank Balance: $38.14. 

