ELK POINT CHAMBER

MINUTES OF MEETING – January 28, 2016

Meeting held at Los Amigos with President Katie Buum presiding.

Melanie Norris, member of the Parks and Recreation Committee, along with Cristy Harkness and Amanda Abraham, were present to give an update on things needing improvements at the City Park and new equipment. Melanie stated that the group will be applying for matching grants and asked the Chamber to join forces with their organization and the City. The Chamber has $17,000 that can be used for a matching grant, together with the city’s $15,000. No action taken. Tabled until the February meeting.

Taylor Hoekstra, Constituent Services Representative for Senator John Thune, spoke briefly on the Energy Policy and Tax Packages. Anyone with questions can contact Taylor in Thune’s Sioux Falls Office at 605-334-9596 or by E-Mail at:    Taylor_Hoekstra@THUNE.SENATE.GOV

John Gille, with Clay Union Foundation, advised that the Prom Dress Sale held at EPJ as a scholarship fundraiser on January 24th had a low turn-out. Lots of dresses donated were from the 90s and quite outdated (Some of these dresses were donated to the theater group at USD). But he stated that they will be ready for next year and hope for better results.  John also said that the annual Heritage Bike Ride to be held Saturday, August 20, will be the last to be held here. The third Annual  Half Marathon will be held Saturday, September 24. Anyone needing information re these two events should contact John at 605-421-5050 or jgillerrsd60@yahoo.com. 

Maisie Antonson updated members on a letter to be sent to area businesses encouraging them to become Chamber members. She was going to advertise in the Leader-Courier welcoming the ag community to also join. 

She advised that the Community Assessment Committee would like to finalize the Community Slogan promoting Elk Point: “ELK POINT – where community and family make a home…we have a place for you!”, on March 1st.  

Members were advised that Elk Point Bucks are available and encouraged everyone to hand out the bucks for store promotions to keep business local.

Maisie told the group that the Community Pride Fund, which was established in the 90s has been dormant for some time and asked that the Chamber look into reviving said fund and to work with Pastor Dave Bambas and volunteers with the housing committee. Community Pride was started to spruce up and beautify Elk Point, by buying paint and volunteering to help those who were unable to give their homes a face lift.

John Herrity has been preparing a marketing video, which includes fly-over footage of Elk Point. Funding is still needed to finalize the video. Businesses can advertise with their names and contact info, which would help with the costs yet needed. For more information, you can contact John at 712-259-6408 or jpherrity@iw.net. 

Brian Wells made a motion the meeting adjourn, seconded by Susan Odson.

Attached you will find as accounting for 2015, plus deposits and expenses for the month of January. 
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